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PUrSUf,.nt to the Minister 1 s r-oque et , Dootor Goyette and l
vi:;i +ed the Mont-Providence l nsti tution, othf3rwi se known a s 1;110

U~di co.•.Pedagogique, a t 7200 Bou Ievur de Gouin East, Rivâ.er-o des
Prairies, outside Montreal, Ootober 19th ••

Interviews were held wi th Mero Jeanne-Therese,' the General
Trea sur-er- of the Siators of' Pr-ovddenoe Hoepi tals in Canada, r esi,«
dent at 2311 ste. catherine street, East, Montreal, and with
Mother J~anne LeBeo .•supArior of Mont-Providence and Doctor Ru.r-
beau, a Ph.D. in Psyo nol.ogy, who oocupiee an cC fice at t!x3 Insti-
tution.
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The Siaters of Providence ï'orm a Ia r ge Order of t'ive thousand
si.stars, opera ting prominent hospi tals in Chic a go and washington,
as weIl as ste John de Dieu Mental Institution, cartierville T. B.
Sana.torium and gener-a I hospi tah in several Canadia.~ çi tlee. The
Si s ter s ar-e vory a pprl"lc ia ti ve of a s Bi stanoe r:ece ivod- under th 0

\

NationAl ilealth Grants to their various Ct\nAdian under-ta ki ngs , W.ere
Jeann"-T.btUS"'U!3 r6quested ·that til1s upprfl·oiâ.tion beoonveyeJ to uhe
P~i::11 ô t;e r • -.

The pr-e se rrt 1\:u:1t-Providenoe, Riviere des Pr-a i r â e s, i6 a moet
im[)ozi.:1g; unde rce ki.ng, havi ng cost appr oxâmatre Iy er ght r.tiIlion dol-
urs and should ba cc ns â der-ed as outstanding ln i +e sphe r e of ac-
t.ivi t'J in Cunada and rr'!'1Y. in +i mè, oornpcr-o very favourably with
silnill1r. unde r ta ki ngs in the, United states.
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ln the ;~,
ohildren .i s
i s no :t'rovi :,.
intendant n:

of Quebeo, it !ippears that the education of
;~d to be mainly fi par i sh responsibility. Th6r13
l s ter of E)::l.uoati on, al though there i s a Supcr-
:.n, who ia responsiblo for inspeotion.
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Memorandum for File ottawa, October 23, 1953.

Where ohildren attending a pari.ehsohool are oonsidered to be back ••
ward and a sohool or speoial ola88 fo'rbaolcward oh11dren la not pro-
vided, and wEBre a welfare agenoy or court must oommit a ohild to a

; school for instruotion, the children are aooepted by Mont-Providenoe.

~

con8equently, the ohildren in r-e aâdence are a diversified lot with
varying degrees of physioal and·mental ill health, but having one co~
mon denominator insisted upon by the Institution. The levei of intelli-

. genoe muet be high enough that the ohild is ~uoable. It 1s s~ted
that the intelligenoe quotient muet be at lea8t~ 60. .

Of a present total oapaoity of eight hundred, there are naw
fiva hundr-e d and twenty-f1va ohildren in residenoe, comâ ng for the
most part fromsurrounding and remote pariehes but very few from
Montreal, where, presumably, other arrangements are made , Sinoe many
of the children come from broken homes, unfit parente, impoverished
ol~8ses, etc., only rive ohildren are said to be finanoed entirely by
relatives or guardians. Several are partially supported but almost aIl
the ohildran are the objeot of a $2.00 per diem payment through the
Provinoial Publio Charities Aot. It waA stated that,the oost is aotual-
ly $4.46, but the Siste!"swould_ be content wi th the $2.00 par diem, plus
their own resour-oe a, plus .soms assista.nce..fr,om other a genoi.es suoh as
the Bealth Orants. It was 1ntimated by the sisters that the Institution
was presently losing money at the rate of $300,000. annually and had a1eo
undertaken through the1r Order to support a $5,000,000. debt on aCOQunt
of oapital construotion. - Lay staff had 8uggested that the Institution
was gett1ng behind at the rate -of $600,000. armua Lky, '

It should be added tbat one-half of the present ohildren are
illigitimate and one-quarter have been reoeived through oourt and wel-
fare direotives where the parents have been unable or unf'it to provide
proper ~are.

One oannot esoape the oonviotion that-the present operation of the
1

Institution bas a heavy welfare and eduoational aLarrt , The Mother
SupArior indic.tad in her-oonYersation an admiration for the work of
Boys' Town, Pueblo and Denver, in tœ Uni ted state.. l t is understood
that the Provincial Minlster of Health has reoently asked the Sister.
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Memorandum for File ottawa, October 23. 1953.

Where ohildren attending a par1.ehsohool are oonsidered to be bac k-
ward and a sohool or speoial 01a88 fo~aokward ohildren is not pro-
vided, and wrœre a welfare agenoy or oourt muet oommit a ohild to a

; sohool for instruotion, the ohildren are aooepted by Mont-Providenoe.

\

consequently. the children in reeidenoe are a diversified lot with
varying degrees of physioal and.mental ill health, but having one co~
mon denominator inslsted upon by the Institution. The level of intelli-

. gence muet be high enough that the ohild t s E!Jluoable. It 1s ata.ted
that the intelligenoe quotient muet be at least 50. .

Of a present total oapaoity of eight hundred, there are now
five hundr-ed and twenty-five ohildren in residenoe, ooming for the
most part fromsurrounding and remote pariBhes but very few from
Montreal, where, presumably, other arrangements are made. Since many
of the ohildran come from broken homes, unfit parente, impoverished
olu8ses, etc., only rive ohildren are said to be finanoed entirely by
relatives or guardiana. Several are partially Bupported but almost aIl
the children are the objeot of a $2.00 per diem payment through th8
Provinoial 'Publio Charities Aot. lt waA atated that-~the oost 18 aotua l,«
ly $4.46, but the Siate!'s would be content with the $2.00 per diem, plus
their own reaour-cee, plus .some a.ssistanoe..fr,om other a gencdee suoh as
the Hea.lth Grante. lt was 1ntimated by the s1sters that th8 Institution
was presently Ioslng money at the rate of $300,000. annual1y and had also
undertaken through thelr Order to support a $6,000,000. debt on acoount
of oapital oonstruotion •. Lay staff had auggeeted that the Institution
was getting behind at the rate ·of $600,,000. annunlly. '

It should ba added that one-half of the present ohildren are
illigitimate and one-quarter have been received through oourt and wel-
fare direotives where the parents have bean unable or unfit to provide
proper oare.

One oannot esoape the oonviotion that·the present operation of the
lrnsti tution has a heavy welfare and eduoational aIant , The Mother

Sup~rior indicated in her-oonYersation an admiration for the work of
Boys' Town, Pueblo and Denver. ln the United state •• It ls understood
that the Provincial Minister of Health has reoently asked the Siator.
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ottawa, Oc'~ber 23, 1953.

it i6 unlikely tbat the mental health aspeQt will ba enlarged by
aooeptance,under the Mental Health Dùvision of the Provinoial
Dapartment of Health, of responsibili ty for the oustodial car-e of
children of lasser intelligenoe.

:;. .

A list bas bean mado of ponitions and types of equipment
which are oonsidered to ba particularly of a health nature as op-
posod to education and welfare, and suitablo for recommendation
for asslstanoe under the Mental Health Grant when the continuing
submission la recelved for 1954.•.550

Gordon E.Wride, M.D., D.F.R.,
Assistant Direotor,
Healthlnsurance Studies
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